UMBC ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

BEREAVEMENT
Please continue to keep the bereaved families in your fervent prayers during this time of
bereavement. Let us wrap these families in our collective love, prayers, presence, and supportin
the days ahead.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES....MARK YO UR CALENDAR

e NEXT SUNDAY is the 5th Sunday and that means itis MISSIONS SUNDAY!

e September 13,2026 | After Morning Worship Service. The Fall 2026 cohorts of Rooted With Union is Coming!

e September 26, 2026 - Fatherhood Forum - The Men’s Ministry will host a forum on at Union that features the
screening of the Fatherhood Project followed by a live conversation with the filmmaker and several of the
fathers featured in the film. Mark your calendars!

e October4,2026|11:00 AM Pastor Anniversary With deep appreciation, we thank God for Pastor Kenny Craig
and Lady Corrie Craig. Their leadership, dedication, and faithful service have been a tremendous blessing to
our Union Missionary Baptist Church family and to so many throughout our...Watch for more information about
the that will take place during the 11 am service.

e Saturday, October 24, 2026 |10 am - 3 pm at UMBC The UMBC Academic Excellence Ministry is preparing
to host the HBCU Fair. Support is needed with all hands-on deck to operate as a full team to accomplish the goal
of another community-wide anticipated event.

e October 25,2026 | During 11:00 am Service. Church Anniversary With grateful hearts, we give thanks to God
for His faithfulness, His guidance and for allowing Union Missionary Baptist Church to serve the greater
Lansing community for 136 years. As the second oldest African American church in the city of Lansing, we are
grateful for the generations of members, families, pastors and community partners who have been part of our
journey of faith and service.
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Sermon Title: Where Do You Go
Rev. Desirae Strong
Scripture: Palm 121: 1-2 (NKJV)

| lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? 2My help comes from the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth.? He will not let your foot slip— he who watches over you will not slumber;
4indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. ® The Lord watches over you—the Lord is
your shade at your right hand; ® the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.” The Lord will keep
you from all harm— he will watch over your life; ® the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now
and forevermore.

SUMMARY:: The sermon referenced Psalms 120-134. Psalms is a collection of poetry written by many authors, including
Moses, Solomon, and David. Whether it’s a good day or a tough one, or your morning, noon, or evening, Psalms is a place
to go to when you have questions and are looking for answers. And then, the question comes up: Where do I look? Where
does my help come from? Praise->Patience ->to asking God to help me, but God has the final answer...and then ->Prayer

When my children were young, they often asked why they had to go to bed at 8 o’clock when the sun was still up? I
would start the conversation and try to be understanding, but they would always ask why. As I grew older, I realized that
I had some wine questions of my own. Why did this happen? Why, Lord, why? In my 68 years on earth, I've seen things
go well and bad. When things are going well, I turn to the book of Psalms. When I want to start my prayer time, I always
begin by reading a Psalms.

Psalm let her connect with God. Itisa segway.... The sermon emphasized the importance of turning to Psalms for comfort,
guidance, and connection with God, especially during challenging times. Any Psalm always comes back to God. It does
not dictate your future.

And so the question today is, as you walk this life. Who are you seeking as you travel?

Have you ever traveled and forgotten all about going to God and instead turned to someone else for comfort? If so, what
advice would you give? Have you ever considered other sources of comfort besides God? When faced with trials and
tribulations, who do you turn to? A wise individual suggests that in times of need, God is the only one who can truly help
you. He is the only one who knows you intimately and can guide you through your journey, understanding your thoughts,
feelings, and motivations. So, when you encounter questions and uncertainties, remember to seek solace and guidance
from the divine. God.

And so here, the first question: When trouble comes your way or where to look when you are terrorized by things that
you have no control of? Where do you look when the rug has been pulled from underneath you? Where do you look
when it makes no sense at all?

The answer is, look up to the hills, from which your help comes. Because God is the creator of heaven and earth, this
allows us to transition from praise to patience, and then to asking God for assistance. Sometimes, we jump from praise to
asking him because we lack patience and our desire is to be molded in a way that suits us. However, God ultimately has
the final say; He knows better. There are also times when we need to turn to Psalms 51 and repent like David..., to restore
us to a clean heart. And then, there’s the moment when we should feel the presence of God. So, as we navigate this journey
of life, we require a savior—someone who will guide and support us.

Psalms 121 is a song of praise and trust in God’s protection and provision.

27 years ago, on August 21,1999, a bus carrying a UMBC youth group and their families was involved in a serious accident.
The bus that was heading south, collided with a semi, crossed the median, and into the northbound lane of traffic before
hitting an embankment. Despite the severity of the crash, none of the children were injured, while chaperones sustained
injuries. Rev. Strong shared details about the accident and a previous one that she had experienced a few days before.

The sermon emphasizes the importance of seeking God’s guidance and understanding during times of trouble and
uncertainty. The is that idea that God is always present, even when we make mistakes or face challenges, and that He



desires to protect and guide us. Rev. Strong concluded by encouraging everyone to embrace their faith and share the
message of salvation with others. Even when it doesn't turn out the way you want it, the Lord is still our help.
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