
 

UMBC ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026 

A BIG THANK YOU!  
• Thank you to each volunteer who supported the Capital City Baby Shower held at UMBC 

yesterday. It’s a wonderful feeling to bring together churches, pregnancy centers, organizations, 
and businesses to celebrate life through love, support, and generosity.  

• Also, THANK YOU to the Missions Ministry and everyone who helped with the Pizza Raiment 
• Fundraiser that allows local families to purchase back to school clothing. 
 
BEREAVEMENT 

Please continue to keep the families of Edgar James Moore, and Nathan Johnson, Jr., 

in your fervent prayers during this time of bereavement. Let us wrap these families in our 

collective love, prayers, presence, and support in the days ahead. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES....MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
• August 22nd at Frances Park. The Earvin Johnson Sr Law Enforcement & Community Car & Truck Show is 

back! It is a powerful day of family friendly activities that takes place 9 am to 3 pm and at dusk, outdoor 
family movies and fireworks will be available in the park.  The day features some great cars and trucks, prize 
giveaways, a live band (Elements of Soul), DJ, food, merchandise and more. 

• September 26, 2026 - Fatherhood Forum - The Men’s Ministry will host a forum on at Union that features the 
screening of the Fatherhood Project followed by a live conversation with the filmmaker and several of the 
fathers featured in the film. Mark your calendars! 

• October 4. 2026 - Pastor Appreciation Day. Watch for more information about the that will take place during 
the 11 am service. celebration and stay tune for more details.  

• The UMBC Academic Excellence Ministry is preparing to host the HBCU Fair on Saturday, Oct 24th from 10 

am - 3 pm. at Union.  Support is needed with all hands-on deck to operate as a full team to accomplish the goal 

of another community-wide anticipated event.  

                                                 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Sermon Title: A Net Blessing! 
Rev. Kenny Craig, UMBC Sr. Pastor 
Scripture: Luke 5:1-8 (NKJV)  

1So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of 

Gennesaret, 2and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing 

their nets. 3Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the 

land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.  

 
4When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a 

catch.”  5But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; 
nevertheless, at Your word I will let down the net.” 6And when they had done this, they caught a great number 

of fish, and their net was breaking. 7So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 

Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 

 
SUMMARY: 

Frustration can hinder personal growth, but perseverance is crucial. The story of Peter illustrates that 
success requires action, faith, and obedience to God’s will, leading to blessings and opportunities. 
Aligning with God’s will brings abundant blessings, meant to be shared and impact others, fostering 
community and generosity. 
 
The following key points were shared by Sister Wendi King 
 
A few nuggets that I took away from pastor’s message… 

Understanding that even after Peter had toiled through the night for fish and getting none. He relaunched his net 
at Jesus’s command, the very next day, to receive a blessing so great that it filled two boats! 

The blessing may come thru your hand but should not stop at your house.  

Don’t let disappointment relocate you. Disappointment could mean no promotion, no job, no house— but keep 
fishing as long as Jesus tells you to.  

Sometimes we miss the blessing Jesus tries to provide by things He removes from our lives. Because of that, some 
things we return to will stop our blessing for our future. 

The success of our net is never rooted in our ability alone. Its success comes from being coupled with the 
instruction of Jesus.  

(Peter was the fisherman and Jesus the carpenter.) Even though Peter had knowledge, experience and 
understanding of fishing, he alone, with his expertise, caught NO FISH.  

When Peter listened and moved at the word of Jesus, the fish in the net weighed down not just one boat, but two!  

The miracle is not in your talent; it’s in your obedience to Jesus. 

There are some doors your networking cannot open, but when Jesus speaks circumstances shift.  

What couldn’t happen by sweat, happens by submission (to God). 

When you surrender to the will of God, what you chased will start moving towards you because your movement 
needs divine instruction. 

You can burn yourself out chasing what God never told you to pursue. Do not cast your net on dry land!  

When your blessing is ordained by and in alignment with God, He blesses your net so that someone else’s boat can 
be filled too.  

Final takeaway- Pray your YET prayer and then follow the divine instruction of Jesus to receive your NET blessing.  
- (paraphrased) from the message of Pastor K. Craig  
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